
Meeting Notes 9.4.2025 

Gene Witt Elementary PTO 
 

  
Date: September, 4, 2025 
Location:  Gene Witt Media Center 
 
Meeting called to order at:  6:58pm 
 
In Attendance:  
Ann Draper, Joanna Metcalf, Juliana Schuster, Jessica Stewart, Kaleigh Wilson, Ashley 
Jackson, Laura Thacker, Julia Gauvin, Laurin Orr, Jon Ayo, Jolie Ayo, Chrissy Anderson, Trista 
Dennis, Callie Pickilingis, Kristen Klei, Ashley Brown, Gayle Sweda, Jennifer Alcantara, Allison 
Wykes, Michelle Smilling, Brudre Tovar, Paige Bush, Angie Nowakowski, Keiki Patricoski, 
Aura Kimball, Rachel Smith, Hazel Yap, Halana Gaudet, Danielle Lapoint, Mrs. Burke, Nicole 
Smith, Keary Bartlett, Crystalle Holmes, Adam Cecil, and Emma Cecil 
 
WELCOME 

●​ Crystalle welcomed parents and staff to our first PTO meeting of the school year. 
 

PREVIOUS BUSINESS 
 

●​ Walmart Spark Good 
○​ Shop Walmart online or through the app and round up to the nearest dollar to 

donate funds back to Gene Witt Elementary PTO. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 

●​ Vice President Shannon Cooley Resigned on 8/5/2025, New VP Halana 
Gaudet started on 8/26/25  

○​ Halana will be taking Shannon Cooley's position as Vice President.  
 
 

●​ PTO Calendar of Events 
○​ The calendar is updated on the website regularly as updates are 

provided from both the district and the school. 
○​ Please be sure to stay connected with our Facebook page and emails 

as well as we will be sending you updates.​​  
 
 

●​ Level II Clearance  
○​ Please be sure you are getting Level II Clearance if you plan on 

attending a field trip with your students.  
○​ This is a very easy process: You go to Human Resources at the school 

district and you have them input your information into the clearing 
house. After that you make an appointment to get fingerprints. 

○​ Please be patient as they are working really hard. 
○​ If you want to know If your Level II was cleared you can call the School 

District of Manatee County to get an update. 
○​ Level 2 is good for 5 years. 

 
 



 
●​ Otis Fundraiser & Opt Out are in full swing, current sales below (as of 3pm): 

○​ Otis - $23,744.50 (we receive a % of this $) 
■​ We get a percentage of the money  

○​ Opt Out - $4,335 (we receive 100% of this $) 
■​ Your students can participate in both otis and opt out 

 
○​ There are different levels for donating and what prize your child will 

receive. 
○​ Last day for selling is 9/17/2025 & last day to collect Hype Crews is 

9/19/2025. 
○​ Parents are asking about the smiley faces on the checkout page. 

Crystalle is going to look into this with the representative for Otis.  
○​ Prize pickups are on Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays from 

8:00am-8:20am. 
​ ​  

 
●​ Box Tops 

○​ Currently raised $212.30 
○​ Emma is pushing this 
○​ You just download the app and you can connect your Walmart 

account to it. 
 

●​ Panda Express Spirit Night  
○​ September 10th  10am - 10pm 
○​ The Chair person for this event is Cara Misciewicz 

 
●​ Bingo Night 

○​ September 19th at Gene Witt in the Cafeteria 
○​ The theme this year for Bingo Night is Spirit Night, So dress from head 

to toe in Gene Witt Spirit Gear. There will be prizes for the students 
who dress the most in Witt Colors (blue, yellow, and white). 

○​ You can order tickets, dinner, and extra cards through Zeffy, there will 
be no ticket sales at the door 

○​ Food is pre-order only - grilled hot dogs  
○​ The chair person for this event is Emma Cecil  

 
●​ Papa Johns Pizza Cards 

○​ Order form will be sent out end of September  
○​ The cards are $15 and you will receive 50% off through July 2026 
○​ Each order you place can go up to $500 on each order  

 
●​ Monster Mash  

○​ October 24th from 6pm-8pm in Car Rider Parking Lot 
○​ Interested in having a trunk for Trunk or Treat please reach out to 

Danielle Natowski as she is the chair person for this event or you can 
email the PTO at Genewittpto@gmail.com 

○​ A parent asked: Will there be any deputies there for bingo? PTO: Yes, 
there will be deputies If it's inside. If it is outside then no. 

 
 
 
 
 

mailto:Genewittpto@gmail.com


 
APPROVED MINI GRANTS  

●​ Mini Grants are things that a teacher or grade level needs that benefits their students. 
This amount will not get pulled from their teacher reimbursement fund and we can 
approve to purchase their items. 

●​ New Mini Grants 
○​ There are 2 mini grants from last year 

■​ Prek - Scholastic: My Big World  
■​ 1st and 2nd grade - IXL and Language Arts - The district covers math 
■​ IXL English Language Arts is now being purchased for every grade 

level 
■​ New Mini GrantsFirst mini grant for this year - 3rd grade team 

members  
●​ Two teachers moved to third grade this year so they are asking 

for: 
●​ Little baskets and zip ties: The baskets will hang under the kids 

chairs with zip ties to mount them 
●​ Sleeves: They will mount them on the back of the students 

chair. The sleeves have pickets in them so they can leave their 
agendas in them. This will be for 3 classrooms.  

●​ They are asking for total cost $469.84, but based on PTO 
business account the PTO can get it for $418 

○​ Mini grants were approved by majority vote. 
 

 
TREASURER’S REPORT: Kiley Cannon  

●​ There are some changes to this year's budget 
●​ On the budget sheet it is first broken down into bank balances - This is what is 

current in each account. 
●​ The next section is the cash flow. This is what is projected and expected to spend 

$60k 
●​ The next session is the 25-26 revenues: This includes things like fundraisers, 

activities, events. This is how we will raise the $60k 
●​ Two years ago the PTO brought in $27k so we were able to raise the budget 
●​ One year ago the PTO brought in $22k so we had to drop the budget 
●​ This year we plan to bring in the same amount for Otis which is $22,000  
●​ We will not know the actual number as people are still filling out paper forms 
●​ Spirit and family night hoping to bring $2000 
●​ Bingo and game night - they were both successful last year and we want to bring in 

$3,000 from both events together. 
●​ The next section is our expenses - these are things that we expect to spend - The 

largest thing that is different is the teachers reimbursement fund.  
●​ A parent asked which category Papa johns will go into and Kiley stated that it  
●​ will go into spirit and family fun nights  
●​ A parent asked what category the run club falls under. Kiley stated it also falls under 

spirit family fun nights 
​ ​  
BUDGET VOTE: 

We are now voting on the budget. 
Does anyone oppose the budget? No one opposed  

​ ​ The budget is approved. 
 
​  
Parent and staff questions and comments: 



●​ A parent asked about the Fall parade. 
Mrs. Dixon's response: The Fall parade is for any grade level that wants to participate. 
Mrs. Dixon: The grade levels will specify how they will dress up. All of the kids will 
walk if the teachers want that.  

 
●​ A parent had asked about involvement - how can people look into the different ways 

that they can be involved 
○​ Families can scan the magnets that went home in the kids binder/backpack. 

Scan it as it will take you to the website. Families can also go to the Facebook 
page or check their emails that will have many volunteer opportunities. 

○​ Volunteers - the biggest assumption is that you will miss the event if you 
volunteer. That is not the case. You will still enjoy the event with your family. 
This is an easy way to donate your time. You can volunteer anywhere whether 
it is at an event or in the portable. If you have any questions about any specific 
events reach out to the PTO  

○​ We still need volunteers for sons plus 1 event and for  penny wars  
○​ If you do not want to chair and event by yourself you can tag team with 

another parent  
 
 
SAVE THE DATE - we will update the calendar regularly 
 

o​ September 10 - Panda Express Spirit Night 
o​ September 12 - Fall Picture Day 
o​ September 17 - Otis Fundraiser Ends 
o​ September 19 - Last Day to Collect Hype Crews 
o​ September 19 - Family BINGO Night 
o​ October 2 - SAC/PTO Meeting  
o​ October 10 - Q1 Celebration - Kona Ice 
o​ October 13 - Record Day - NO SCHOOL  
o​ October 14-17 Book Fair 
o​ October 17 - Early Release at 1:00PM 
o​ October 24 - Early Release at 1:00PM 
o​ October 24 - Monster Mash - 6PM - 8PM 
o​ October 28 - Fall Picture Retake Day 
o​ October 31 - Fall Parade  

 
 
Meeting adjourned at: 7:29 pm  
 
 
 


